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Dear DUG Delegates, 

On behalf of the Arizona Science Center and Dorrance Planetarium, we would like to invite you 
to Phoenix, Arizona in 2016 for the annual Digistar Users Group conference. There are many exciting 
things to do and see in Phoenix as Arizona is a global hub for astronomical research. Take a look! 

Proposed conference dates: September 14 – 16, 2016 

Post-conference tour: September 17, 2016 Location: Lowell Observatory – Flagstaff, AZ 
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ARIZONA SCIENCE CENTER 
WHERE THE SCIENCE HAPPENS 

Arizona Science Center has a rich history of exploration, innovation and collaboration. Beginning as a 
community project of The Junior League of Phoenix in 1980, the Center has established itself as a major 
institution of learning for families, teachers and students and other guests. Over three decades, with 
substantial help from the citizens of Phoenix and years of focused content and program development, the 
Center has grown to serve over a half million guests annually, of which nearly 140,000 are school children. 
The continued growth of the Center and its close connection with the Arizona community provides a 
unique experience for everyone it reaches. Using an informal, hands-on approach to science exploration 
and inspiration the Center has more than 164,000 square-feet of space, of which 98,000 is dedicated to 
the exploration of our guests. Additional learning opportunities and services include outreach programs, 
focused field trips, camps, classes, to-the-moon and beyond presentation in the Dorrance Planetarium, 
immersive shows in the 5-story IMAX® Theater and featured exhibitions. 

DORRANCE PLANETARIUM 
WHERE THE UNIVERSE HAPPENS 

The Dorrance Planetarium is one of the largest, most technologically advanced planetariums in the United 
States. It opened in 1997, and it has seen almost two million visitors. The planetarium staff has produced 
30 original productions to date and won two best of show awards for conference demos. The dome is the 
world’s first of its kind at a science center or museum. The planetarium is a twelve degree tilted, 18.288 
meter (60 foot), Spitz NanoSeam dome. The tilt helps the audience feel more immersed in the imagery. 
The theater has 210 physical, uni-directional seats and four wheelchair spots. The lighting is LED lighting 
by Bowen Technovation. The imagery is projected by dual Sony SXRD 10,000 lumen projectors that were 
installed by Evans and Sutherland (E&S) in 2009. Installed in October 2012, the projectors are powered 
by E&S’s Digistar 5 (D5) system. D5 is a full-dome video system that immerses the audience in full color 
and full motion imagery. The system has real-time and playback capabilities. The system projects 4K 
(4,096 x 4,096 pixels) resolution (16 million pixels) at 60 frames per second. 
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INSIDE THE CENTER 
WHERE DUG HAPPENS 

In addition to the Dorrance Planetarium, Arizona Science Center boasts plenty of space for various DUG 
activities, workshops, and training.  

O Large lobby for receptions and vendor exhibits 

O Views of Phoenix from the 3rd floor Canyon Terrace and 4th floor Solar Terrace 

O Classrooms for training and workshops 

O Fun exhibits to play on and learn from 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUTSIDE THE CENTER 
WHERE THE EXTRACURRICULAR HAPPENS 

Arizona Science Center is located in the heart of downtown Phoenix. Therefore, Sky Harbor Airport, 
hotels, food, and other attractions are nearby.  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
For those of you arriving to Phoenix at Sky Harbor Airport, various transportation options are available 
including taxis, shuttles, rental cars, public transit, and the light rail. 
 
PARKING 
The Heritage and Science Park Garage is located on the Southeast corner of 5th Street and Monroe, 
next to Arizona Science Center. Parking validation will be available to all DUG delegates. 
 

http://skyharbor.com/transportationparking/transportationParking.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Phoenix,+AZ+85004/@33.450269,-112.067467,17z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x872b1219334981bd:0x392de9849845e9d9?hl=en
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HOTELS 
There are varieties of hotels located in downtown Phoenix near Arizona Science Center including 
Sheraton and Hyatt Regency. Hotel discounts will be available at select hotels for DUG delegates. 
 
ATTRACTIONS 

O Arizona State University – Arizona State University has a variety of fun and educational 
astronomy related areas to visit. Located at the main campus in Tempe, visitors can tour the 
LROC’s Lunar Exploration Museum to see a real moon rock as well as visit the Meteorite Galley, 
see a scale model of the Curiosity rover, and tour the Mars Spaceflight Facility. 

o Butterfly Wonderland – Butterfly Wonderland takes flight as one of the newest attractions in the 
Valley with a highly innovative, indoor rainforest environment featuring the largest butterfly pavilion 
in America. You’ll be welcomed into a magnificent, lush, rainforest environment where thousands 
of butterflies from around the world fly freely, alighting on fragrant flowering plants and, quite 
possibly, on a friendly visitor’s shoulder or finger. It is a particular point of pride for the location 
of Butterfly Wonderland to be within the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, where 
reverence for the natural world is so integral to the culture. 

O Chase Field – Chase Field opened in the Spring of 1998, built as a multipurpose facility to 
house Arizona's first Major League Baseball team, the Arizona Diamondbacks, and to host large-
scale events. The Ballpark covers approximately 1,300,000 square feet, including the playing 
surface, and is divided into six levels: Field, Main Concourse, Press Level, Suite Club Level, 
Upper Concourse and Mechanical Level. 

O Desert Botanical Garden – For more than 70 years, the Desert Botanical Garden has been 
teaching and inspiring visitors from the local community and around the world, providing research, 
exhibits and more designed to help us understand, protect and preserve the desert’s natural 
beauty. The Garden features 140 acres with over 55,000 plant displays, and the Garden is 1 of 
only 24 botanical gardens accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. 

O Lowell Observatory – Located in Flagstaff, Arizona, Lowell Observatory is a private, nonprofit, 
research institution founded in 1894 by Percival Lowell. Since 1894, Lowell astronomers have 
conducted fundamental research that has led to the discovery of Pluto, the first evidence of the 
expanding Universe, and exhaustive measurements of the motions and basic properties of stars, 
among other achievements. Today, the staff of nearly 90 continues this tradition of discovery in 
all areas of astronomy and planetary science. In 2012, they embarked on their greatest adventure 
yet with the completion of the 4.3-meter Discovery Channel Telescope (DCT). This new facility 
vastly expands the breadth of research capabilities for the Lowell astronomers.  

O Meteor Crater – Near Flagstaff, Arizona lies Barringer Meteor Crater where fifty thousand years 
ago, a giant fireball streaked across the North American sky, struck the earth, and exploded with 
the force of 2 ½ million tons of TNT. 

O Musical Instrument Museum – MIM displays more than 6,000 instruments collected from around 

http://sese.asu.edu/content/reaching-out-community-and-beyond
http://lroc.sese.asu.edu/tours
http://meteorites.asu.edu/visit
http://www.mars.asu.edu/ap/index.html
http://www.butterflywonderland.com/index.html
http://www.azchasefield.com/
http://www.dbg.org/
http://www.lowell.edu/index.php
http://www.barringercrater.com/
http://mim.org/
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200 of the world’s countries and territories. Most displays are enhanced by state-of-the-art 
audio and video technologies that allow guests to see the instruments, hear their sounds, and 
observe them being played in their original contexts—performances that are often as spectacular 
as the instruments themselves. What’s more, all guests are invited to play instruments from 
around the world in the Experience Gallery. They can also see instruments from music icons 
such as John Lennon, Taylor Swift, Elvis Presley, Carlos Santana, and many more in the Artist 
Gallery. 

O Phoenix Art Museum – Popular international exhibitions are shown alongside the Museum’s 
outstanding collection of more than 17,000 works of American, Asian, European, Latin American, 
Western American, modern and contemporary art, and fashion design. Visitors can also enjoy 
PhxArtKids an interactive space for children, vibrant photography exhibitions through the Museum’s 
landmark partnership with the Center for Creative Photography, the lushly landscaped Sculpture 
Garden, dining at Palette and shopping at The Museum Store. 

O Phoenix Zoo – The Phoenix Zoo is home to more than 1,400 animals, including 30 species 
that are endangered or threatened. There is so much to be learned about the animals that live 
here, and we encourage you to explore! 

O University of Arizona – Located in Tucson, Arizona, the University of Arizona boats the world 
famous Steward Observatory Mirror Laboratory where a team of scientists and engineers is 
making giant, lightweight mirrors of unprecedented power for a new generation of optical and 
infrared telescopes. In addition, the Flandrau Science Center and Planetarium explores our 
universe from earth to space and everything in-between, bringing science alive for young and 
life-long learners alike. 

O University of Phoenix Stadium – The University of Phoenix Stadium, with its retractable roof and 
field, is unlike any other stadium in North America, and a marvel of design, engineering, and 
technology. This multi-purpose facility is located in Glendale, Arizona. The primary tenants in the 
stadium include the NFL's Arizona Cardinals and the Annual Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. The 63,400-
seat stadium (expandable to 72,200) opened on August 1, 2006 after three years of 
construction. The ceremonial groundbreaking was held on April 12, 2003. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.phxart.org/
http://phoenixzoo.org/
http://www.arizona.edu/
http://mirrorlab.as.arizona.edu/
http://flandrau.org/
http://www.universityofphoenixstadium.com/
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We hope you decide to come and enjoy all the Arizona Science Center and Phoenix has to offer in 
2016! 
 
To Infinity and Beyond, 
 
Mike George 
Director of Theaters 
 
Liz Davison 
Planetarium Manager 


