September 12, 2015
DIGISTAR USER´S GROUP
MARKUS SCHACK
PRESIDENT
Dear President,
Following up the bid that has been placed in our behalf during the last DUG meeting
this year through Enrique Fonte and Javier Minchaca from Planetarios Digitales, we
confirm the forementioned bid to host the Digistar User´s Group International Meeting
for 2017 in our Cozumel Planetarium, “Cha´an Ka´an”, in the Mexican Caribbean.
We welcome all Digistar Users to our 12m diameter dome with 95 seats, lighting system,
5.1 audio and powered with a Digistar 5 DLP 3D active system which makes it the first 3D
planetarium in Mexico and Latin America with 360 degree immersion.
We are located in the land of the Mayan culture, the culture of the zero concept, of the
dozens of sky observatories, of the precise calendar, of the eclipse prediction, of the
study of Venus, of the vigesimal numerical system, of the Chixchulub metheor, of the
underwater cenotes with more of 1400 miles length of below interwined rivers. This is the
peninsula of Yucatan, this is the mexican caribbean with the second most important
reef in our planet. Magic lands. We want to share with you this vibrant reality, the joy of
beauty and the awe of a world thought unknown... here we wait with open arms to
share astronomical nights.
Our facilities include an observatory with two telescopes, both with leading technology,
for day and night observation. The Japanese Takahashi telescope has the best
commercially available optical system. Our main telescope is a Meade, guided by the
GPS system to help it compensate for Earth’s rotation and it is also capable of providing
bright and detailed images of celestial objects. In case of bad weather such as clouds
or rain, there are three flat screens that allow us virtual tours of the sky and even
connect in real time with the database of NASA.
Our bid includes the participation of the planetarium of Cancun, “Ka’ Yok’”, to host
activities. They invite the Digistar planetarians to similar facilities as ours including a
planetarium with the same size and seats, served by a Digistar 5 SP2 HD system; it has
been highly succesful in its first year of operation. For the days before or after the
meeting, our surrounding areas are very safe and attractive as we are in the Mexican
Caribbean with coral reefs and beaches, Sian Ka’an -a biosphere reserve, and also
there are important Mayan archeological sites nearby to visit, such as Tulum and Coba;
and two more Planetariums: Playa del Carmen´s, in between Cancun and Cozumel,
and Chetumal’s at the State’s capital, south of the peninsula, with whom we conform
the Quintana Roo State’s Network of Planetariums in Mexico.

The bid, as it is being planned with two years in advance, can have on our end dates
open to be discussed with fellow Digistar Users with us, in which case we would be
honored to be chosen as hosts. We attach a video about our new Cozumel
planetarium in the following link:
	
  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/781e1b00vrfcweu/MASTER%201%20CHAAN%20KAAN%20Pr
esentacion%20con%20Logos%20Versi%C3%B3n%20INGLES.mov?dl=0
We look forward to the on-line voting and hope to be favored by the members!
Thank you.
Best regards,

Milagros Varguez
Director of the Cozumel Planetarium
Cha’an Ka’an

