
Digistar Users Group 2016 Conference 
Proposal UT Arlington Planetarium 

Dear DUG Delegates! 
 
We’d like you to join us in Arlington, TX for DUG in 2016! We’ve been through many 
upgrades since we hosted in 2007 and we’re still excited after hosting a very 
successful Western Alliance Conference in 2014. Take a look at what Arlington has 
to offer! 
 
Proposed Conference Dates: September 21 – 23, 2016.  
 
Pre and post conference trainings will be available in our 2 Digistar 5 theaters and 
campus computer labs. 
 
Post conference tour options: 
 Johnson Space Center, Houston, TX – About 4 hours drive South of Arlington 
 McDonald Observatory, Fort Davis, TX – About 9 hours drive West of 
Arlington 

1. The Facility 
 

 

http://www.nasa.gov/centers/johnson/home/index.html#.VA4apPldVT4
http://mcdonaldobservatory.org/


 

The Planetarium Theater 
The Planetarium at UT Arlington is a one-of-a-kind teaching, learning, and special 
occasion space located in the heart of north Texas. With a 60 foot diameter dome 
and Digistar 5 DLP Projection system, The Planetarium at UT Arlington is one of the 
largest and most sophisticated in the state of Texas. The theater provides 
comfortable reclining seats for an audience of nearly 150 and is wheelchair friendly. 
The planetarium can provide radio headsets for the hearing impaired.  
 

The Chemistry Physics Building 
Opened in 2006, this $43 million cutting-edge building offers numerous laboratories 
and research space for chemistry, biochemistry, and physics, as well as a machine 
shop, offices, and a state of the art digital projection planetarium. The beautiful 
atrium lobby area and physics executive conference room are also available for 
rentals and functions. The executive conference room, located on the third floor of 
the Chemistry-Physics Building, is well-suited for board or working group meetings.  

 

The Roundhouse Planetarium Theater 
Although The Planetarium at UT Arlington is by far the largest on campus, it's not 
the only one. In 1975, Physics Professor Ulrich Herrmann proposed that a quirky 
round building near the Library become the first UT Arlington planetarium. In 1981, 
the 60 seat Roundhouse Planetarium officially opened with a Spitz star ball. In 2006, 
the Roundhouse was upgraded to Digistar 3 to match the larger Planetarium theater 
opening in the Chemistry Physics Building. Now housing a single projector Digistar 
5 system, the 30 foot diameter Roundhouse Planetarium is used for Astronomy Labs 
for the Physics Department. 

 
 
 



Executive Conference Room 
 
Located above the Planetarium Theater is a spacious circular conference room with 
a great campus view and balcony. 

 
UT Arlington 
The University of Texas at Arlington sets the standard for educational excellence in 
the thriving Dallas-Fort Worth area. With an enrollment approaching 33,500, it's the 
second largest institution in the UT System and the sixth largest in Texas. The 
University is rising in stature through its commitment to transforming the lives of 
students, pushing the boundaries of knowledge, and serving those around us. The 
campus spans 420 acres with more than 100 buildings that are alive with energy 
and activity. 

 

2. Transportation 
 
UT Arlington is located in the heart of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. Major 
highways lead you to campus no matter which direction you’re traveling from. 
The city of Arlington offers limited public transportation, but taxis are readily 
available for those arriving at DFW airport or Love Field. The Metro Arlington 
Xpress (MAX) has limited connections in Arlington, including DFW Airport. You may 
also rent a car through Enterprise or other companies. 
 
If you are traveling from Dallas or Fort Worth, you may take the Trinity Railway 
Express to the TRE CentrePort/DFW Airport Station. From there, the Metro 
Arlington Xpress (MAX) bus service makes regular trips to the College Park District 
on the UT Arlington Campus. 
 

 Campus Maps, Parking, and Shuttles 

http://www.dfwairport.com/
http://www.dallas-lovefield.com/
http://www.ridethemax.com/
http://www.ridethemax.com/
http://www.trinityrailwayexpress.org/
http://www.trinityrailwayexpress.org/
http://www.ridethemax.com/
http://www.ridethemax.com/
http://www.uta.edu/maps/


3. Parking 
 
UT Arlington will provide parking decals for those who come to Arlington by car. 

4. Lodging 
 
The attendees will be given a few low-cost options as follows: 

I. Hilton Arlington  
Newly renovated near AT&T Stadium, Globe Life Ballpark, Six Flags, and DFW 
Airport. Complimentary WiFi and shuttle within 3 mi and to/from DFW 
Airport. 
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hilton-arlington-
ARLAHHF/index.html 

 
 

Arlington and Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) area 
It’s easy to keep busy in Arlington. The city and larger DFW Metroplex offers an 
assortment of entertainment, educational, and cultural activities year-round. Below 
is just a sampling of what awaits you. 
Dallas Cowboys. Also called “America’s Team,” the five-time Super Bowl champs 
moved into their impressive new stadium in Arlington in 2009. You can take a tour 
of the $1.2 billion facility seven days a week. 
Texas Rangers. The 2010 American League Champions play from spring to fall at 
The Ballpark in Arlington, located right next to Cowboys Stadium.  
Six Flags Over Texas. This is the flagship location of the popular amusement park 
franchise. Hurricane Harbor, the largest water park in North Texas, is located across 
the street. 
River Legacy Park and Nature Center. Located in north Arlington, River Legacy 
offers miles of hike and bike trails winding through thick forest and expansive 
greenbelts. The 12,000-square-foot Nature Center houses interactive exhibits, 
terrariums, aquariums, and more. 
Levitt Pavilion. Located minutes from campus, this outdoor venue hosts 50 free 
concerts a year with a broad-based, eclectic list of performers.  
Dallas Mavericks. You can see the 2011 NBA Champions in action at the American 
Airlines Center, located in downtown Dallas. 
Sixth Floor Museum. The permanent exhibit at the historic site features films, 
photographs, and artifacts that chronicle President John F. Kennedy's life, death, and 
legacy. 
Nasher Sculpture Center. Open to the public since 2003, the Nasher has a collection 
of more than 300 sculptures that rotate in thematic installations throughout indoor 
and outdoor exhibition spaces. 
Dallas Arboretum & Botanical Garden. This is one of the most beautiful outdoor 
attractions in Dallas, featuring 66 acres of spectacular display gardens in a serene 
setting on White Rock Lake. 

http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hilton-arlington-ARLAHHF/index.html
http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hilton-arlington-ARLAHHF/index.html
http://stadium.dallascowboys.com/
http://texas.rangers.mlb.com/
http://www.sixflags.com/overTexas/
http://www.riverlegacy.org/
http://www.levittpavilionarlington.org/
http://www.nba.com/mavericks/
http://www.jfk.org/
http://www.nashersculpturecenter.org/
http://www.dallasarboretum.org/


Fort Worth Zoo. Fort Worth Zoo is ranked No. 5 in the nation by USA Travel Guide; a 
top zoo by Family Life magazine, the Los Angeles Times and USA Today; one of the 
top zoo’s in the South by Southern Living Reader’s Choice Awards; and the No. 1 
attraction in the Fort Worth/Dallas Metroplex by Zagat Survey U.S. Family Travel 
Guide. Home to more than 7,000 native and exotic animals and several indoor and 
outdoor exhibits, the Fort Worth Zoo provides an entire day of fun for any family.  
Fort Worth Stockyards. The historic district in Fort Worth features restaurants, 
clubs, shopping, a rodeo, museums, a petting zoo, and the Texas Cowboy Hall of 
Fame, among other attractions. 
Kimbell Art Museum. With one of the finest private collections in the country, the 
Kimbell offers visitors the opportunity to view major works by Caravaggio, Bernini, 
Rembrandt, Goya, Monet, Cézanne, Picasso, Mondrian, and more. 
Perot Museum of Nature and Science. The Perot Museum of Nature and Science 
located in Victory Park, near Downtown Dallas is said to be a "world of wonder" 
by The Dallas Morning News. Passing the test of school children, inspiring curiosity 
in all ages and boasting as a living science lesson, this new Museum opened its doors 
to the public on December 1, 2012. Get ready to amaze your brain through hands-on 
learning experiences. 
Fort Worth Museum of Science and History. Dedicated to lifelong learning and 
anchored by our rich collections, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History 
engages our diverse community through creative, vibrant programs and exhibits 
interpreting science and the stories of Texas and the Southwest. 
 
 
 
We hope to see everyone at UT Arlington in September 2016! 
 
Clear Skies, 
 
 
 
Levent Gurdemir 
Director 
 
Amy Barraclough 
Program Coordinator 

http://www.fortworthzoo.org/
http://www.fortworthstockyards.org/
https://www.kimbellart.org/
http://www.perotmuseum.org/
http://www.fwmuseum.org/

